PAKISTAN COALITION ON MEDIA SAFETY (PCOMS)
Combating Impunity Against Journalists and Media & Promoting Safer, Professional Journalism


PROPOSALS on APPOINTMENT of SPECIAL PROSECUTOR and MECHANISM of INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSE to COMBAT IMPUNITY AGAINST JOURNALISTS
Developed on March 14, 2014 in Karachi by Working Group on Appointment of Special Prosecutor established by PCOMS

The PCOMS set up a special Working Group, headed by senior journalist Mazhar Abbas, to consult with key stakeholders to draft a set of recommendations on appointment of a special prosecutor to investigate attacks against media and crimes against journalists that is to be presented to a two-member government committee comprising the federal information and interior ministers appointed by the prime minister. The Working group drafted the recommendations in Karachi in March 2014 and the government has promised to consider the recommendations. 
The Working Group after detailed discussions came up with the following recommendations: 
· Special prosecutor: The federal government should appoint a special prosecutor on media cases to assist the Supreme Court and a special prosecutor should be appointed by each of the country’s four provinces to assist the respective provincial high courts – mandated with investigating and expediting cases of murders of journalists in their respective jurisdictions. 

· Legal assistance: A ‘Legal Aid Unit’ should be established comprising a group of seasoned criminal prosecution lawyers to vet cases of attacks against journalists and media to be potentially taken up with the criminal justice system to beef up the case for prosecution.

· Family aid: A ‘Family Counselling Unit’ should be established for heirs of journalists killed or seriously attacked or threatened to offer trauma counselling, legal advice over perusal of cases against attackers and/or financial aid.
· Primary investigation: A ‘Primary Case Unit’ should be established comprising senior, dedicated journalists and administrators who would conduct primary investigation of attacks against journalists to prepare a ‘primary case’ for consideration of the proposed ‘Legal Aid Unit’, ‘Family Counselling Unit’ and the special prosecutor(s) for media. This unit will talk to local journalists, record statements of police, families, friends, his or her journalistic work, record facts of the case, the danger and threats to him/her and submit its report.

