Pakistan Coalition on Media Safety is a national strategic alliance of key stakeholders working on issues of safety of journalists and impunity

Dated: April 30, 2014 

The Secretary 
Judicial Commission to Investigate Attack on Hamid Mir 
Pakistan   
 
SUBJECT:  Submission  of  key  materials  relating  to  attack  on  Hamid  Mir,  including recommendations on combating impunity against journalists and media in Pakistan 
  
Dear Riaz Ahmad Sahib, 
 
A  propos  the  public  call  made  by  the  honorable  Judicial  Commission,  for  any  individual  or organization  to  come  forward  to  submit  any  testimony  and  /  or  materials  that  can  aid  in investigating the attack on prominent journalist Mr Hamid Mir and in recommending measures that  can  prevent  or  minimize  such  attacks  in  the  future,  we  humbly  submit  an  expression  of interest in aiding the honorable Judicial Commission.   
The  Pakistan  Coalition  on  Media  Safety  (PCOMS)  is  a  national  strategic  alliance  of  key stakeholders in a free and fair media dealing with issues of safety of journalists and impunity. This  alliance,  established  in  2013,  comprises  representative  associations  of  media  owners, working journalists and prominent media practitioners, as well as parliamentarians, the federal government,  media  development  organizations  and  prominent  civil  society  representatives.  Mr Hamid Mir is a full, active member of the Steering Committee of PCOMS. A detailed charter of the objectives and membership of PCOMS is attached separately.  
 
PCOMS welcomes the establishment of the honorable Judicial Commission and believes it can, apart from providing justice to Mr Hamid Mir and bringing his attackers to book, also provide a roadmap  for  media  in  Pakistan  to  remain  free  and  fair  while  keeping  its  practitioners  and managers safe from harm and intimidation such as that faced by Mr Hamid Mir.    
PCOMS is managed by a Steering Committee and apart from the attached several documents that we  believe  will  aid  the  honorable  Judicial  Commission  we  would  be  happy  to  make  our representative(s) appear before the commission to assist it in its objectives.  
 
The following is a list of materials that PCOMS is attaching herewith as supporting documents in aid of the Judicial Commission:  
 
Page – 3    Introduction of PCOMS 
Page – 4    Terms of Reference of PCOMS SC Members  
Page – 5    Terms of Reference of PCOMS Secretariat 
Page – 7    Steering Committee Members of PCOMS 
Page – 8    UNESCO Islamabad Declaration        
Page – 10  Recommendations of PCOMS – Safety Standards for Media Houses 
Page – 17  Recommendations of PCOMS – Appointment of Special Prosecutor 
 
Annex 1    UN Action Plan on Safety of Journalists and Impunity 
Annex 2    Consolidated Meeting Minutes of PCOMS Steering Committee Meetings 
Annex 3    Reporting Under Threat – Testimonies of Courage in the Face of Impunity 
Annex 4    Impunity Watch Pakistan 
Annex 5    Threats/Casualties Index 
Annex 6    Journalists Casualties Map – By Civic Action Resources 
 
On behalf of the Steering Committee of PCOMS, 
 
Signed By: 
 
Mr Iqbal Khattak 
National Coordinator on Media Safety 
Secretariat PCOMS 
khattak63@gmail.com 
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